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荘団談 日本新聞協会
TheJapanNewspaper

Publishers＆EditorsAssociation

002／16 March10，2016

Mr．ChinSungChew

President，NationalUnionofJournalistsPeninsularMalaysia

30B，JalanPadangBelia，

50470KualaLumpur

DearMr．SungChew，

Ihopethisletterfindsyouwell．

Since1978，theJapanNewspaperPublishers＆EditorsAssociation（NSK）has

cooperatedwiththeConfederationofASEANJournalistsonanNSK－CAJfellowship

program．Atotalof435journalistsvisitedJapanthroughthisprogram．Thesejoumalists

hadtheopportUnitytoincreasetheirknowledgeofJapanesepolitics，economics，society，

andculture，andhelpedmakeitasuccessfUIfellowshipprogram．Forthat，Iwouldlike

tothankyoufbryourcooperation．

AttheNSK’sInternationalCommitteemeetingheldonFebruary24，thefutureof

internationalexchangeprogramswasdiscussed．Wepreviouslyindicatedthatitwould

benecessarytoendtheASEANjournalistfellowshipprogrameventually，firstin2008

duringthe30thanniversaryreceptioninTbkyoattendedbyeditorialexecutivesfrom7

CAJmembercountries，andagainin2009whenMr．TbshihikoUji，theInternational

CommitteeChairatthetime，visitedSingapore，Indonesia，andThailand．Havingonce

againreviewedtheissue，theInternationalCommitteehasmadethedecisiontoendthe

programasofthisyear．

Overthenearly40yearsthefellowshipprogramwasheld，wewereabletoincrease

mutualunderstandingbetweenJapanandASEANco皿tries，aswellascontributeto

improvingtheskillsoftheparticipatingjournalists．TheASEANnationshavealso

undergonesignificanteconomicdevelopmentsincethisprogramwasfirststarted．

Therefbre，itwasdecidedthatthisfellowshipprogram，inwhichseveraljoumalistsare

invitedtoJapanfromoverseasonana皿ualbasis，hasfUlfilleditspurpose．

Asyouareaware，mediacompaniesarefacedwithadifficultsituation，andthe

Japanesenewspaperindustryisdealingwithdecreasingcirculationnumbersand

decliningadvertisingrevenue．Wearesorryforthesuddennessofthisannouncement，
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buthopethatyoucanunderstandoursituation．

ThefriendlyrelationsthatNSKbuiltwithCAJandtheASEANnationsthroughthis

programremainunchanged．Althoughtheannualjournalistfellowshipprograminviting

journalistsfromASEANcountrieswillend，wewilltrytoprovidewhateversupportis

possibleatthetimeregardinganyrequestsforprogramsforvisitingjournalists．

IwouldliketoconcludebyexpressingmygratitudetotheCAJfbritscooperationon

thisfellowshipprogram．

AldraKAWASHIMA（Mr． ）

ManagingDirector

NSK（TheJapanNewspaperPublishers＆EditorsAssociation）
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